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An Active Learning Trust Academy 

New Parents’ Information Leaflet 2017 - 2018

Introduction

Welcome to Isle of Ely Primary School.  We hope your child will be happy here.  The Reception Year will provide the last stages of the Foundation Curriculum and make the link between active learning through play and the hoop challenge curriculum in Key Stage 1.

Staff

Please see our website for up to date staff information
Session Times

7.30am
Breakfast Club (if needed)

8.25am
Doors open

8.30am
Morning learning session
11.30am 


Lunch (provided by CCS)
12.30pm


Afternoon learning session
3.00pm



End of day
3pm – 6pm


After School club (if needed)
Uniform
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There is a compulsory uniform which we expect children to wear from entry into our school.

· White shirt/Polo shirt
· Grey skirt/trousers/pinafores/shorts 
· Maroon sweatshirt  or Cardigan with White Cathedral motif 
· Black shoes

· Royal Blue checked dress


· PE – White T-shirt with White Cathedral motif.  Black shorts/skirts

· Games – As PE but with a tracksuit and trainers or football boots

All the children will need to bring a drawstring PE bag to store their PE kits in.

Sweatshirts, T-shirts, polo shirts and shorts can be purchased via Your School Uniform www.yourschooluniform.com 
Please note

· For Heath and Safety requirements, as well as maintaining high standards of tidiness, children are required to have long hair tied back at all times

· Small stud earrings may be worn by pupils with pierced ears, but no other jewellery other than a watch is acceptable. 
· Earrings must be taken out for PE
Lunch Arrangements

Reception children have their lunch in the dining area at 11.30 am and then go out to play.  They are supervised by the staff until lessons begin again at 12.30pm.  All school lunches are provided, a vegetarian meal and a cold lunch are provided as an alternative to the main meat dish, and packed lunches are not allowed.   
First Aid & Medicines
All members of staff are first aid trained and a number of staff have paediatric training.  If a child requires first aid, it will be administered, recorded and the parents informed.  
If your child requires medication this should be administered by parents at home, except inhalers.  All administration of medicines is in line with the ALT; a copy of which can be obtained from the office.  If there is a need to administer medicines during the school day parents may come to school in order to do so.  If a child uses an inhaler it should be named and available at all times.  The child should be trained to administer it themselves.

Absences
Sickness – please telephone before 9am and leave a message on the answering service to explain.  
Holidays – it is now the policy of the Government to discourage term time holidays which the school can only authorise in exceptional circumstances.  Any request for term time absence should be put in writing addressed to Mrs Surtees.

Starting the Day Well
Please arrive from 8.25am and then take your child straight to their classroom.

The school will provide a Breakfast Club and this will open at 7.30am and be open for the hour prior to the start of the school day.  
End of the Day
At 3.00 pm please pick up your child from the classroom.  This is a good time to speak to staff on an informal basis.  The teacher is there to ensure that the children are sent home safely with their appropriate carer.  If you are going to be late, please do try to telephone so that we can reassure your child.  Your child will wait in the school to be collected.  Please notify a member of staff when you arrive.

The School provides an after school club to provide childcare and this would run from the end of the school day until 6pm.

Transition from Pre-School to Reception:
The new parents’ information evening will be held on Thursday 25th May at 6pm.
Transition begins now.  Before May half term, we will visit your child in their local setting.  We will meet your child and chat with your child’s key worker.  

Following half term, a series of 6 sessions have been arranged for your child to attend and get to know us.  These are timetabled as follows:

	Friday 9th June 9.30 – 10am
	Story Session (children & parents)

	Friday 16th June 9.30 – 10am
	Story Session (children & parents)

	Friday 23rd June 9.30 – 10.15am
	Stay & Play Session (children & parents)

	Friday 30th July 9.30 – 10.15am
	Stay & Play Session (children)

	Friday 7th July 9.30 – 10.15am
	Stay & Play Session (children)

	Friday 14th July 9.30 – 10.15am
	Stay & Play Session (children)


Ideally, I would like your child to attend every session, however, I am aware this may not be possible and urge that your child attends at least one session.

After the summer holiday, Friday 1st September, Monday 4th September, Tuesday 5th September , the teachers would like to visit your child in their home setting and chat with you.  Please make a suitable appointment. Appointments will be available at the transition stay and play sessions.
School will begin for your child on Wednesday 6th September at 8.30am.  Wednesday 6th September, Thursday 7th September and Friday 8th September your child will attend school for the morning and lunch only.  Please arrange to pick them up at 12.30pm.  On Monday 11th September, all children will attend school full time, from 8.30am – 3pm. 
Induction Meetings

The EYFS teacher will arrange an induction meeting with you during the first few weeks of term to discuss how your child has settled and any concerns you may have.  This is also an opportunity for us to gather more information about your child to begin their school records.
EYFS Curriculum

Ladybird and Butterfly Classes at Isle of Ely Primary School have the ethos that the child is at the centre of all that we do. The four themes and principles of The Early Years Foundation Stage underpin our practice and are central to daily routines. (Please see separate document)

Home Learning and Reading

Your child will bring reading home on a regular basis.  Please talk with your child about the reading and encourage them to do it.
How Will I Know How my Child is Progressing?
If you have any concerns about your child please make an appointment to see the class teacher after school.  You may just need to be reassured that your child is settling in - please just ask quickly in passing, try not to let any worries fester. 

In the Autumn and Spring Terms we will hold Parents’ Evenings.  At the end of each term, you child will receive a written report containing comments and any formal assessments made.  There will be an opportunity to discuss the report if there are any matters arising from it.  During the Foundation Stage children will be assessed to identify the next steps of teaching.  This is called their Foundation Stage Profile.  It is an informally conducted assessment to measure each child’s attainment against the Early Learning Goals.  These are the ‘building blocks’ that make up the seven areas of learning in the Foundation Stage.  The Foundation Stage Profile will provide information to create a detailed report for you on your child’s development and will provide subsequent teachers with valuable information on which to build your child’s future learning.

Behaviour
We do believe in a high standard of behaviour.  Children will be involved as far as possible in developing rules for their own classrooms.  There are general school rules that we all adhere to such as respecting others’ belongings and not running indoors etc.  Good behaviour is rewarded with positive reinforcement and either a sticker or a star ticket.  Poor behaviour receives a warning and a short time sitting out of activities to reflect.  If behaviour continues to be of concern the Headteacher will contact parents to discuss the matter and together create a way forward.

Newsletters

Each week the Head teacher will be emailing a newsletter informing parents of forthcoming events, dates for your diary and other useful information.  Emails and letters are sent out as circumstances arise.  Please check your inbox and child’s book bag each day for letters.
Dates for your Diary

School Term Dates 2017 – 2018
Autumn term 2017

Monday 4 September (Year 1, Year 2 & Year 3)
Wednesday 6th September (Reception/Nursery) to Friday 15th December 2017
Half term: 23 October to 27 October 2017
Spring term 2018

Wednesday 3 January to Thursday 29 March 2018
Half term: 12 February to 16 February 2018

Summer term 2018

Monday 16 April to Tuesday 24 July 2018
May Day: 7 May 2018
Half term: 28 May to 1 June 2018

PD Days
Thursday 31st August 2017, Friday 1st September 2017, Wednesday 3rd January 2018, Monday 23rd July 2018, Tuesday 24th July 2018

Glossary

Foundation Stage:  This begins when a child is born and finishes at the end of the Reception Year when the child is five.

Reception:  This is the child’s first year or part year at school.

Key Stage 1:  This includes Year 1 and Year 2 and has its own separate curriculum.  At the end of Year 2, children are assessed by their teachers and by undertaking tasks and tests called SATs (Standard Assessment Tasks) for English, Maths and Science.  This will inform a teacher assessment level.  Parents will receive this information alongside the child’s annual report.

Key Stage 2:  This includes Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 and has its own curriculum.  At the end of Year 6 children are assessed and undertake their Key Stage 2 SATs (Standard Assessment Tasks).

Special Educational Needs (SEN):  Some children may need extra help or support during their time at school.  Parents are always consulted and informed when this is the case.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT):  This includes work using computers, programmable toys and other forms of technology.
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